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BUDAP HST MOB 
danuary 3, 1952 
Sections 860, 861 and 662 of the Foreign Service Regulations 


RECOMMENDED PRESENTATION OF AWARDS TO MEMBERS OF THE 
DEPARTHENT'S OFFIC OF cASTERN KUROPHAN AFFAIRS AWD OF 
ITS LEGATION AT BUDAPEST. 


I have the honor atrongly to recommend the presentation of the 
following to the peracns hereinafter nased: 


a) The Mistinguished Service award 


1. Walworth Barbour, es eget RES 
2. George Abbott, Chargé, Budapest; 


b) The Superior Service Award 


1. L. Randolph tiges, feputy Director, &X; 

2. John ©. Cump » Officer in Charge, Balkan Affairs; 
3e Robert H. McKieson, iungarian desk officer; 

&. Wilidam E. Salass, Attach’, budapest; 


©) The Keritorious Service Auard | 

2. Seyuoar N. Fingse, deosea Seareter?, batepese 

oo * eet; 

Be Wiliien i.-Meleen’ Gede Clerk, ik ap 7 sad . 

be Pen taeeeeee » secretary to the Chief of Mission, 
pest. 


The above-named were the shock troops at the front line in 
the recent case of the four lost airmen, a case which reporters 
of the UP, AF, INS, the Rew Turk linea and and life described 
to me ag the biggest news since Korea. And, I urge, prompt recog~ 
nition by the Honor Awards Board of their dedicated perforsance 
and accomplishment not would serve the oe and the policy 
of Section 861 of the F. gn Service Regulations, but alse would 

rovide effective means of obtaining favorable publicity for the 
© at @ time when the case of the airmen and its inplica-— 
tions are still fresh in the semory of an aroused American public 
and, accordingly, at a time when presentation of awards to those 
primarily concerned would be useful in the national interest. 
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George Abbott, the Chargd at Budapest, merits the Distinguished 
Services i.werd. For by virtua of distinguished creative supgestions 
te the Department, and unequivocally firm representations to the 
Gavernment of the Peepleta Republic, he made a notably 
outatanding contri on in the maduct of our foreign relations. 


As reported to the Lepartmens en December 28, 1951, “eatern 
observers here regard the outcome of the case acs representing the 
woret diplosaatic defeat the US52 has aulfered tn a long tine. 
The airmen did not get the capital punishment thr:atened by 
Vishinsky at the UN General Assembly, ‘They were merely fined. 
The USSR and the HPR found it advisable to back down hurriedly. 


The files documenting tae case are classified to a 
that precludes specific reference to then in this despatch. 
I as hopeful that the Departuent will authorise their 
cation and that Mr. NeKiseon will be enabled to annex to ay 
recounendations such documentation ee may be required. 


in the sain, the course of the case followed the aualysis 
and the sucgestions aade vy Kr. Abbott, whe, endowed with both 
natural and cultivated gifts, brought te bear upon the handling 
of a hig dangerqus case percept of potentialities, selection 
ef probabilities, sound recommandatione for action, aud a 24,-hour- 
a-day dedication to his responsibilities. . 


Hr. Abbott reported to and received instructions from tie 
Honorable salworth Parbour, Director of the Lepartaent'’s Office 
ef satern Eure Affaira. And wiile the team, the nemkers of 
which I named a made suggestions aa to the next play and, 
when decided upon, frevuently carried the ball, it waa dr. 2arkour 
whe called the ai . 80, in view of his brilliant, daring but 
sound quarterba and the happy outcome of the case-«1 say 
“happy” in avpreeiation of what might have happened—lir, “arbour 
like Abbott evidently merits the highest award that is within the 
competence of the Department to present. 


Me. Barbour was to ay personal knowledge ably advised and 
assisted by Hesers. Higgs, Campbell and MeKiesen. J havs this 
personal knowledge because I was privileged to listen to soze of 
their deliberations before receiving crders to advance ny departure 
fer dudapest from the expected to tie ineediate. And having such 
knowledge I may subait, ae i do, that their contribution, like 
that of 4r. jalass at Budapest, merits the presentation to then 
of the superior jervice award, 


Hr. Balas, officer and gentlesan extraerdinery, was throughout 
the case and continues to be a tower of atrength. ixceptionally 
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versatile, commanding the Hungarian Janguage, being 

with Huagarien culture and psyehology on one hend and with 
Communist tactics on the other, he was Ar, Abbott's rignt hens 
threughout the case. ie was invaluable in his knowledge and 
eounsel, his ability to a appointeents under etudiedly 
difficult conditiona, his ability to peor n 

the fines could be at the gost Hela rigaprs 

assistance to the in 

the airmen upon their release and arrival in 


Hr. O'Sheel, Nr. Finger, Mer. Meieean aad Misa Rudess, who 
with Salezs acde ihbbete's unquestionably in wy judg- 
nent demonstrated outetending gevotacn ty duay umes advsres 
conditions. Ther sere voluntarily on Napa Bor | duty, a. 
the office out-of-hours Saturdays, Sundays, aud all “:cliva;< 
including Christuas Dey. °*fheel helped with the evaluation 
ef public opinion and tae framing of pertinent eug.eusicsus 20 
the VOA. finger accoupnaied Abkett te most of bis ncetings with 
officials of the ‘creign Uftice, helped as an interpruter and 
recerder ci wemoranda, and made serceptive obeervations that 
aided Avkett sreatiy in reeching his wise reeonmendatvions. 
HeLean, alone, carried the tremendous burden of ceding snc 


ca 

decodiag an almost continuous stream of clasaifieai “uI.Ut telegrams. 
fud Mise sadusan, alone, carried what ordinarily would be an 
inteleratle load for one person to carry, taking the jictatioan 

and tragecrivim: fivat in craft anc then in final fern the 

volumes of neworanda, telegraus, despatches and motes which are 

of record in this cave and had to be done--not% tomorrow, Sut now. 


Ge 4. Ravadal 
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